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Talking Points (27 August 2015)

New Cabinet Line Up receives wide public support

On 23 August 2015, the new cabinet under Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha
swore into office. Nation-wide poll results a few days later showed that over 73% of
the respondents believed that the cabinet reshuffle would help increase the

efficiency of the government. In particular, almost 79% of the respondents expressed
confidence in the new economic team. Over 68% of the respondents said that they
believe that the reshuffle would lead to better coordination among all government

agencies going forward.
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Revised draft constitution goes to National Reform Council (NRC)

On 22 August 2015, the chairman of the Constitution Drafting Commission (CDC) submitted the
revised draft of the constitution to the chairman of the National Reform Council (NRC) for
consideration and adoption. The chairman of the CDC said that the revised draft of the
constitution took into account the comments from all involved, including the government, the
Naticnal Legislative Assembly, government agencies, political groups and the general public,
giving top priority to the interest of the nation and its people. It is expected that the NRC would

vote on the draft constitution on 6 September 2015. If adopted by the NRC, the draft would go

to a national referendum in January 2016.
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Deputy Prime Minister Reveals New Economic Strategy

Dr. Somkid Jatusripitak, the new deputy prime minister in charge of economic affairs,
has moved quickly to announce his economic strategy to promote economic growth.

According to Dr. Somkid, the new strategy would focus on (1) promote investments
in the special economic zones along the Thai border with neighboring countries; (2)
stimulate domestic investment and consumption by providing soft loans to medium
and small businesses; and (3) stimulate local economy, especially in the rural areas,
through the implementation of infrastructure development projects.

This new strategy is likely to lead to the acceleration of announcement on investment
incentives in the special economic zones and the bidding on major infrastructure
development projects, including high speed trains and major highways.

At the same time, the new economic team will promote the export of rice and other
agricultural products and invest in the development of infrastructure for tourism.
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