Is this a system 7




Is this a system ?

Dr. Russell L. Ackoff, father of operations research, cited in a keynote address on systems engineering in University of Pennsylvania



Then, what is a system 7

SYSTEM

(from Latin systéma, in turn from Greek orvo ¢ 7 ¢ & systema)

A set of INTERACTING and
INTERDEPENDENT ELEMENTS forming an

integrated WHQOLE to serve a PURPOSE

The word system in its meaning here, has a long history which can be traced back to Plato (Philebus), Aristotle
(Politics) and Euclid (Elements). It had meant "total", "crowd" or "union" in even more ancient times, as it derives

from the verb sunistemi, uniting, putting together



Why we need systems ?

“The WHOLE
IS greater than

the SUM OF ITS PARTS”

Dr. Russell L. Ackoff, father of operations research, cited in a keynote address on systems engineering in University of Pennsylvania
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